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Sustainability Policy for Yelvertoft Pre-School

Building a Greener Future for Our Children
Introduction
At our pre-school, we understand the importance of fostering a sustainable environment—not only for the benefit of our planet but also to instil values in the children we care for. As a small pre-school with four dedicated employees and an average of twenty children, we are uniquely positioned to adopt impactful yet manageable green initiatives. Our sustainability policy reflects our commitment to nurturing environmentally responsible habits while reducing our ecological footprint.
Goals and Objectives
Our sustainability policy aims to:
· Reduce waste and promote recycling.
· Minimise reliance on paper and printing through digital communications.
· Educate children about environmental stewardship and sustainable practices.
· Incorporate eco-friendly habits into the daily operations of the pre-school.
· Collaborate with parents and the local community to amplify our efforts.
Green Initiatives
Reducing Printing and Paper Usage
To minimise paper waste, our pre-school will:
· Use an online app for communication between staff and parents. This app will handle announcements, event updates, and newsletters to replace printed materials.
· Provide digital learning resources wherever possible, reducing the use of worksheets and paper handouts.
· Encourage double-sided printing and repurposing scrap paper for creative activities, such as drawing and crafts.
Recycling Practices
Recycling is integral to our sustainability ethos. We aim to:
· Provide clearly labelled recycling bins for paper, plastics, and organic waste within the pre-school.
· Teach children how to sort waste properly, turning recycling into an engaging and educational activity.
· Partner with local recycling services to ensure proper disposal of materials.
Teaching Environmental Stewardship
We believe every child can be a guardian of the planet. To foster this mindset, we will:
· Introduce age-appropriate lessons and activities that highlight the importance of sustainability, such as planting trees, conserving water, and reducing waste.
· Embedding our Ethos further, respecting and learning in nature.
· Host "Green Days" where children participate in eco-friendly activities, like crafting with recycled materials or learning about renewable energy sources.
· Incorporate stories, songs, and games with environmental themes into the curriculum to make learning fun and memorable.
Promoting Eco-Friendly Practices in Daily Operations
Eco-conscious choices will be embedded into our daily routines. These include:
· Using reusable dishes and utensils during snack and lunch times to reduce single-use plastics.
· Opting for energy-efficient lightbulbs and appliances in the pre-school.
· Encouraging staff and children to switch off lights and electronic devices when not in use.
· Using eco-friendly cleaning products to maintain a safe and healthy environment.
Connecting with the Local Community
As a pre-school rooted in a rural setting, we value our connection to the local community. We will:
· Collaborate with local environmental organisations and farms to expose children to real-world examples of sustainable practices.
· Organise family-inclusive events such as tree-planting days or community clean-ups.
· Encourage parents to adopt similar sustainability practices at home, providing resources and guides to support them. E.g. The use of reusable Nappies/ biodegradable wipes.
Monitoring and Assessment
To ensure our sustainability efforts are effective, we will:
· Conduct regular reviews of our practices to identify areas for improvement.
· Encourage feedback from staff, parents, and children to refine our initiatives.
· Set measurable goals, such as reducing paper consumption or increasing recycling rates, to track our progress over time.
Conclusion
By adopting this sustainability policy, our pre-school takes meaningful steps toward shaping a greener future. Every effort we make—big or small—contributes to the well-being of our planet and instils a lifelong respect for the environment in the children we serve. Together, as a community, we can lead by example and empower the next generation to care for our world.
Commitment to Sustainability
Our pre-school is proud to stand as a beacon of environmental responsibility in our rural setting. We pledge to continue evolving our practices, embracing innovation, and inspiring children, families, and staff to make choices that protect and preserve our planet.
Let’s envision a brighter, greener tomorrow—starting today.

image1.png




